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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: EGEN, UNCTAD 

SUB J : UNCTAD: CHARTER PARAGRAPH ON SEABEDS 

REF: (A) GENEVA 936 
(B) STATE 32481 

1. SEABEDS ISSUE IS ON DEAD CENTER. THANKS TO HELPFUL 
GUIDANCE PROVIDED REF (B), USDEL WAS ABLE SHOW FLEXIBILITY 
BY MOVING FROM OLD POSITON AND INDICATING WE COULD AC- 
CEPT SEVERAL FORMULAE. EXCEPT FOR DEVELOPED COUNTRIES, 
US FORMULATIONS RECEIVED NO SUPPORT. CASTANEDA NOW 
SUGGESTING SIMPLE ONE SENTENCE TEXT ALONG FOLLOWING 
LINES QUOTE: THE SEABED AND THE OCEAN FLOOR AND THE 
SUBSOIL THEREOF BEYOND THE LIMITS OF NATIONAL JURIS- 
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DICTION, AS WELL AS THE RESOURCES OF THE AREA, ARE THE 
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COMMON HERITAGE OF MANKIND UNQUOTE. 

2. SEVERAL DELS (NOTABLY UK AND USSR) WISH SEE WHOLE 
ISSUE OF SEABEDS SHELVED UNTIL NEXT SESSION. WE AGREE 
THAT THIS WOULD BE BEST SOLUTION. HOWEVER. IF MEXICANS 
PRESS ABOVE TEXT WE WOULD LIKE BE ABLE TAKE SUBSTANTIVE 
POSITION. PLEASE ADVISE SOONEST WHETHER FOREGOING 
SENTENCE WOULD BE ACCEPTABLE FOR CHARTER LANGUAGE ON 
SF.ABEDS.DAT ,F. 
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